Publisher of online media outlet jailed for reporting on illegal logging

December 17, 2023, Steung Treng Province
On 17 December 2023, Kim Den, a publisher for online news media outlet DN Peace News in Steung Treng Province, was arrested by military police on charges of illegally logging in order to occupy state land, allegedly committed on April 29, 2015. 
On September 23, 2023, Stung Treng’s provincial court sentenced Den to five years in prison on charges of encroaching on state land in Stung Treng Province’s Siempang District. The case was upheld by an appeals court in Tbong Khmom province on April 19, 2023, according to the arrest warrant issued on December 12, 2023. 
Den’s wife said that on the day of his arrest, he received a phone call from provincial military police, inviting him to join an officer’s promotion ceremony at Sok Sambath hotel that day. However, he was instead brought to a provincial military police office, and immediately sent to jail.
Both Den’s wife and Mr. Sovandaravuth, the deputy publisher of DN Peace News, said Den had previously cleared forest land in 2015, before he worked as a journalist, but returned the land to the state later that year.
Sovanndaravuth said Den had recently reported on illegal logging in the province.

Type of Harassment: legal intimidation 
Source: http://tinyurl.com/mzenufvs

